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"Mr. Hamid reaffirms his place as one of his generation's most inventive and gifted writers."

â€“Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times "A globalized version of The Great Gatsby . . . [Hamid's]

book is nearly that good." â€“Alan Cheuse, NPR "Marvelous and moving." â€“TIME Magazine From

the internationally bestselling author of The Reluctant Fundamentalist and Exit West, coming March

2017, theÂ boldly imagined tale of a poor boyâ€™s quest for wealth and loveÂ  His first two novels

established Mohsin Hamid as a radically inventive storyteller with his finger on the worldâ€™s pulse.

How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia meets that reputationâ€”and exceeds it. The astonishing and

riveting tale of a manâ€™s journey from impoverished rural boy to corporate tycoon, it steals its

shape from the business self-help books devoured by ambitious youths all over â€œrising Asia.â€• It

follows its nameless hero to the sprawling metropolis where he begins to amass an empire built on

thatÂ most fluid, and increasingly scarce, of goods: water. Yet his heart remains set on something

else, on the pretty girl whose star rises along with his, their paths crossing and recrossing, a lifelong

affair sparked and snuffed and sparked again by the forces that careen their fates along. How to Get

Filthy Rich in Rising Asia is a striking slice of contemporary life at a time of crushing upheaval.

Romantic without being sentimental, political without being didactic, and spiritual without being

religious, it brings an unflinching gaze to the violence and hope it depicts. And it creates two

unforgettable characters who find moments of transcendent intimacy in the midst of shattering

change.
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The author of "How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia" styles the novel as a sort of self-help book of

how to succeed in modern Asia as related by an undescribed third person narrator. It is a clever

conceit. The book has twelve chapters each laying out a guideline for success in business in

modern Asia very similar to those guidelines available in any number of actual nonfiction business

books geared to developing the next set of great entrepreneurs and blue-chip businessmen (and

women.) The guidelines include "Get an Education," "Don't Fall in Love," "Avoid Idealists," "Work for

Yourself," and similar others. The proud and confident protagonist of this book--an unnamed

"you"--follows these guidelines to what one can call a successful business career. Whether the

successful business career also equates to a successful life is another question and that may be the

essential theme of this book. Readers will have to judge for themselves how the protagonist, and

the narrator, evaluate the life of the protagonist as he leaves his hardscrabble rural environment as

a young man and makes his business career in the big city. Learning the rules to being a business

success as he goes along, he leaves his village and family behind, has an irregular, long-term,

mostly distant relationship with a young model, sees his parents die, gets married and has a son,

and maneuvers deftly through the poverty, crime, bizarre bureaucracy, and transformative economy

of the (unnamed) Asian nation feeling its way in a global evolution. Very much like "The White

Tiger," by Aravind Adiga, Mr.

Mohsin Hamid's task was tough: writing a novel that would measure up to the compelling and

dramatic opus that helped him make his name, The Reluctant Fundamentalist. The fact that he has

done this so well in this novel, which takes a similarly wry and cynical look at the daily lives of those

living in the "emerging economies" of the world, is a tribute to both his skill as a writer and to his

ability to take those experiences and transform them into compelling fiction. This won't appeal to all

readers of "Reluctant Fundamentalist", given its very different tone and focus, but together the two

books not only gave me two wonderful and distinctive reading experiences but helped me grasp the

realities that lie behind the global demographic trends.What made "Reluctant Fundamentalist" so

vivid and so compelling was the voice: Hamid's main character was speaking directly to someone

he has encountered in a Pakistani city, and explaining the process by which he became what he is

today -- the man of the title. In contrast, the narrator of this novel is Hamid himself, or his proxy: a

cynically omniscient presence, who speaks to the main character, an unnamed Pakistani

toddler/boy/adolescent/young man/aging man, who defies the odds to do just what the title

promises, become filthy rich (or at least, what passes for filthy rich in his world). "In the world of

cooks and delivery boys and minor salesmen, the world to which you have belonged, a resident's



bond is a rest stop on the incessant treadmill of life," the narrator 'instructs' his character at a key

turning point in the latter's journey.
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